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Red Mill Pond

Project Manager: 
Kirston Buczak 
(312) 846–5552 
kirston.a.buczak@usace.army.mil

RED MILL POND 
Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration

Northern Indiana

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
It is anticipated that this project would preserve and restore 
high-quality wetland habitat over approximately 120 acres 
in the headwaters of the Little Calumet River. This project 
would also improve the aquatic resources of the Little 
Calumet River.

IMPORTANCE
The project will preserve current ecosystem by maintaining 
existing water levels, reducing erosion problems, restoring 
native plant species, improving fish habitat, and managing 
public access through the project area. The project site is 
a significant ecosystem part of a State of Indiana Nature 
Preserve and is recognized by many environmental groups.                 

NONFEDERAL Project SPONSOR
LaPorte County Parks. 

Congressional Interest
Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN)��

Senator Evan Bayh (D-IN)��

Representative Joe Donnelly (D-IN-2)��

CURRENT STATUS
Preliminary Restoration Plan (PRP) was approved March 
2007, and the planning and design analysis was initiated in 
April 2007.

ISSUES
Adequate future funding is required to complete the planning 
and design analysis and construction.

Funding

Total Federal Nonfederal

Current working estimate $1,446,000 $940,000 $506,000

Funding to date $300,000 $300,000 $0

Funds required to complete project $1,146,000 $640,000 $506,000
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St. Mary’s River

Project Manager: 
Carl A. Platz 
(616) 842-5510  
carl.a.platz@usace.army.mil

Project Description
Past modifications to incorporate commercial shipping in the 
St. Mary’s River have greatly altered its aquatic habitat. This 
area was once a valuable rapid habitat used as a spawning area 
for fish and invertebrate species in the river system. Without 
this project the area would continue to be unproductive as a 
spawning area.

The west project site would consist of removal of old building 
foundations, excavation of a channel, and the installation 
of a culvert to allow water to flow behind the existing rock 
piles over the natural rock-rubble/cobble substrate. The east 
project site would require the modification of the eastern 
remnants of the upper dam. A portion of the upper dam 
would be removed and culverts placed under the existing 
roadway. A channel would then be excavated to allow water 
to flow behind the existing rock piles over the natural rock-
rubble/cobble substrate.

ST. MARY’S RIVER
Habitat Restoration

Chippewa County, MI

It is expected that the restoration of water flow over the rock-
rubble/cobble substrate will provide critical habitat for a 
number of fish and invertebrate species.

Nonfederal Project Sponsor
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Fisheries 
Division, Northern Lake Huron Management Unit. 

Congressional Interest 
Senator Carl Levin (D-MI) ��

Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) ��

Representative Bart Stupak (D-MI-5)��

Cuurent Status
The Preliminary Restoration Plan was completed in September 
2005.

Funding

Total Federal Nonfederal

Current working estimate $2,594,380 $1,695,113 $899,267

Funding to date $0 $0 $0

Funds required to complete project $2,594,380 $1,695,113 $899,267
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Waukegan River

Project Manager: 
Kirston Buczak 
(312) 846–5552  
kirston.a.buczak@usace.army.mil

location
The proposed coastal wetland and dune project would be 
located at the mouth of the Waukegan River in Lake County, 
Illinois. 

Background
The primary loss of natural habitat within the Waukegan River 
subwatershed is attributed to converting natural coastlines 
and tributaries from beach, dune, marsh, savanna, and prairie 
into industrial, urban, and recreational lands. Natural coastal 
topography has been altered and, as in most modifications to 
systems this large, the effects are difficult to repair in terms 
of ecological function, and other factors become important, 
such as funding and the attitude of local constituents. In 
terms of habitat restoration, however, certain goals are quite 
achievable. 

Project Description
The proposed project is within the Waukegan River 
subwatershed. The goal of the project is to restore coastal 
wetland, beach, dune, and riverine habitat. Currently, the 
nearshore lake, beach, dune, and riverine ecotypes provide 
very little habitat for coastal species in the project area. Dune 
and beach habitats are overrun by non-native and invasive 
plant species and completely littered with foreign debris. The 
surf zone currently provides habitat for a nominal number of 

minnow species such as sand shiner (Notropis stramineus) and 
spot tail shiner (Notropis hudsonius). The potential for restoring 
dune, coastal marsh, and littoral vegetation at the mouth of the 
Waukegan River is good due to the shallow water depths and 
the protection against wave action from the north. Specific 
project design would be guided by the Fish Community 
Objectives for Lake Michigan that were established by the 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission special publication 95–3. 

Importance
Benefits would be accrued by increasing habitat quality and 
native species’ richness and abundance. Project restoration 
features would be beneficial to locally threatened, endangered, 
and rare species such as marram grass (Ammophila breviligulata), 
sea rocket (Cakile edentula), banded killifish (Fundulus diaphanus), 
lake chub (Couseius plumbeus), black tern (Chlidonias niger), black 
crown night heron (Nycticorax nycticorax), osprey (Pandion 
haliaetus), Foster’s tern (Sterna forsteri), and common tern (Sterna 
hirundo). Project features would be designed to support the 
effort of important fisheries restoration such as yellow perch 
(Perca flavescens). 

Congressional Interest 
Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL) ��

Senator Barack Obama (D-IL) ��

Representative Mark Kirk (R-IL-10)��

WAUKEGAN RIVER 
Coastal Habitat Restoration 

Lake County, IL

Funding

Total Federal Nonfederal

Current working estimate $1,015,615 * *

Funding to date $0 * *

Funds required to complete project $1,015,615 * *

* No data was provided.





For additional information, visit the program website at www.glfer.org or contact:

New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio
Michael Greer

Buffalo District USACE
(716) 879-4229 

michael.j.greer@usace.army.mil 

Illinois and Indiana
Gene Fleming

Chicago District USACE
(312) 846-5585

eugene.j.fleming@usace.army.mil

Great Lakes Fishery & Ecosystem  
Restoration (GLFER) Program

www.glfer.org

GLFER Program Manager
Dave Wright

Detroit District USACE
(313) 226-3573

david.l.wright@usace.army.mil

Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin
Jim Galloway

Detroit District USACE
(313) 226-6760

jim.e.galloway@usace.army.mil




